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PRESENTATION ON ROUTE SEGMENTS SPECIFIED
IN STATUTE FOR POSSIBLE RELINQUISHMENT

Streets and Highways Code (S&HC) Sections 73 and 75 in general give the Commission the
responsibility to authorize what highways should be in and out of the State Highway System unless
specific direction is provided by legislative enactment.  This item provides a general background on
relinquishments and lists recent legislative enactments related to relinquishments.

A route adoption action locates a highway in the State Highway System.  A relinquishment approves
transfer of ownership of a state highway to a city or county.  With respect to relinquishments Section 73
says:

"The commission shall relinquish to any county or city any portion of any state
highway within the county or city that has been deleted from the state highway
system by legislative enactment, …, (and) any portion of any state highway that
has been superseded by relocation. Whenever the department and the county or
city concerned have entered into an agreement providing therefor, … the
commission may relinquish … any frontage or service road or outer highway, …
which has been constructed as part of a state highway project but does not
constitute a part of the main traveled road-way thereof.  The commission may also
relinquish, …, any nonmotorized transportation facility, as defined in Section 887,
constructed as part of a state highway project."

The transfer occurs when a certified resolution has been recorded with the office of the recorder of the
county or with the city clerk depending on where the highway is located. The Commission provides the
certified resolution authorizing the relinquishment and therefor must act on all relinquishments despite
the method of initiation, relocation or legislative enactment.

Relinquishments usually occur after the construction phase of a project.  They most often involve a
highway that has been superceded by relocation; that is a route adoption has moved the highway from
the location to be relinquished.  Since the relinquishment is due to relocation, the Department is required
to bring the road to a state of good repair and to give the city or county 90 days notice of the
Department's intent to relinquish.  State of good repair is defined in S&HC Section 73 as maintenance,
which is also defined in statutes, S&HC Section 27.  The Department typically does everything possible
to resolve issues like state of good repair rather than escalating the issue to the Commission.  However,
the Commission's role is to resolve disputes over state of good repair in the event the Department and the
city or county can not come to agreement.  Thus far the Department has resolve issues and has not
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escalated a relinquishment to the Commission. The department presents from 40-45 relinquishments per
year.

Relinquishments can also occur by legislative enactment; that is legislation was passed that says the
Commission is authorized to relinquish, with conditions set by the commission, a highway to a city or
county.  As stated in S&HC Section 73 these relinquishments "become effective upon the first day of the
next calendar or fiscal year, whichever occurs first after the effective date of the enactment and are not
subject to the 90 days' notice requirement. They are also not subject by statute to the state of good repair
requirement." The number of relinquishments initiated by legislative enactment varies in any given year.
In the 1999-2000 session 9 bills were introduced that involved relinquishment of portions of Routes 19,
39, 47, 54, 101, 110, 144, 209, 217, 227 and 880.

Legislation normally authorizes the Commission to relinquish a route upon terms and conditions it
approves. By using legislative enactment other interested agencies input may not have been fully
considered and the Department may be required to make certain improvements.  The Commission
should take these situations into consideration when developing its terms and conditions for
relinquishment.  In addition, the legislation often says the relinquishment is effective immediately
following the Commission's approval of the terms and conditions of the relinquishment.

The text of the 9 bills follows:

SB 803.  Existing law requires the California Transportation Commission to relinquish to any city or
county any portion of any state highway within the city or county that has been deleted from the state
highway system by legislative enactment.  This bill would authorize the commission to relinquish to the
City of Downey the portion of State Highway Route 19 located between Gardendale Street and
Telegraph Boulevard within the city, upon terms and conditions the commission finds to be in the best
interests of the state.  The relinquishment would become effective immediately following the
commission's approval of the terms and conditions of the relinquishment.  The portion of State Highway
Route 19 relinquished as specified would cease to be a state highway on the effective date of the
relinquishment.  The bill also would authorize the commission, upon its determination that it is in the
best interest of the state and upon terms and conditions approved by the commission, to relinquish any
portion of State Highway Route 160 in Sacramento County from mile post 35.0 to mile post 47.0 to a
city in which that segment is located, if the city has agreed to accept the relinquishment.  The
relinquishment would be effective on the day immediately following the date of the commission's
approval of the terms and conditions of the relinquishment.

AB 2909, Committee on Transportation.  (4) Existing law requires the California Transportation
Commission to relinquish to any city or county any portion of any state highway within the city or
county that has been deleted from the state highway system by legislative enactment.  Those
relinquishments become effective upon the 1st day of the next calendar or fiscal year, whichever first
occurs after the effective date of the legislative enactment.  This bill would authorize the commission to
relinquish to the City of Covina a specified portion of State Highway Route 39, upon terms and
conditions the commission finds to be in the best interests of the state.  The relinquishment would
become effective immediately following the commission's approval of the terms and conditions of the
relinquishment.  The portion of State Highway Route 39 relinquished as specified would cease to be a
state highway on the effective date of the relinquishment.

SB 557.  (1) Existing law requires the California Transportation Commission to relinquish to any city or
county any portion of any state highway within the city or county that has been deleted from the state
highway system by legislative enactment.  Those relinquishments become effective upon the first day of
the next calendar or fiscal year, whichever first occurs after the effective date of the legislative
enactment.  This bill would authorize the commission to relinquish to the City of El Cajon a specified
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portion of State Highway Route 54, upon terms and conditions the commission finds to be in the best
interests of the state.  The relinquishment would become effective immediately following the
commission's approval of the terms and conditions of the relinquishment.  The portion of State Highway
Route 54 relinquished as specified would cease to be a state highway on the effective date of the
relinquishment.  The bill would authorize the commission to relinquish State Highway Route 144, as
described, to the City of Santa Barbara, upon a determination by the commission that it is in the best
interests of the state to do so, and if the city has agreed to accept the relinquishment.  The relinquishment
would be made upon terms and conditions approved by the commission and would be effective on the
day immediately following the commission's approval of those terms and conditions.  (2) The bill would
declare that it is to take effect immediately
as an urgency statute.

SB 798.  (1) Existing law requires the California Transportation Commission to relinquish to any city or
county any portion of any state highway within the city or county that has been deleted from the state
highway system by legislative enactment.  This bill would relinquish to the City and County of San
Francisco (city) a specified portion of State Highway Route 101 and would specify that the Department
of Transportation retains jurisdiction over another specific portion of Route 101.  The bill would require
the city to utilize any proceeds from the disposition or use of excess right-of-way for the purpose of
designing, constructing, developing, and maintaining the Octavia Street Project, as defined, until the
city's share of the costs of that project are paid in full or funded from other sources.  The bill would
impose specific duties on the city and the depart-ment with regard to implementing the Central Freeway
Replacement Project, as defined.  Because the bill would require the city to undertake certain duties with
respect to the Central Freeway Replacement Project, the bill would impose a state-mandated local
program.  The bill would require the department to follow certain procedures if an alternative to the
Octavia Street Project is adopted by the voters in the general municipal election of November 1999.  The
bill would set forth certain related legislative findings.  (2) The California Constitution requires the state
to reimburse local agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state.  Statutory
provisions establish procedures for making that reimbursement.  This bill would provide that no
reimbursement is required by this act for a specified reason.

SB 1584.  Existing law requires the California Transportation Commission to relinquish to any city or
county any portion of any state highway within the city or county that has been deleted from the state
highway system by legislative enactment.  These relinquishments become effective upon the first day of
the next calendar or fiscal year, whichever first occurs after the effective date of the legislative
enactment.  This bill would authorize the commission to relinquish to the City of Pasadena a specified
portion of State Highway Route 110, upon terms and conditions the commission finds to be in the best
interests of the state.  The relinquishment would become effective immediately following the recordation
by the county recorder of the relinquishment resolution containing the commission's approval of the
terms and conditions of the relinquishment.  The portion of State Highway Route 110 relinquished as
specified would cease to be a state highway on the effective date of the relinquishment.

AB 1419.  Existing law requires the California Transportation Commission to relinquish to any city or
county any portion of any state highway within the city or county that has been deleted from the state
highway system by legislative enactment.  These relinquishments become effective upon the first day of
the next calendar or fiscal year, whichever first occurs after the effective date of the legislative
enactment.  This bill would authorize the commission to relinquish State Highway Route 209 to the
City of San Diego upon terms and conditions the commission finds to be in the best interests of the state,
if the commission and the city enter into an agreement providing for that relinquishment.  The
relinquishment would become effective immediately following the commission's approval of the terms
and conditions of the relinquishment.
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SB 532.  Upon a determination by the commission that it is in the best interests of the state to do so, the
commission may, upon terms and conditions approved by it, relinquish a portion of Route 217 from the
westerly end of both the East Goleta overhead and the Route101-217 separation structures to the
University of California, Santa Barbara property line to Santa Barbara County, in which that portion of
the highway is located, if the county has agreed to accept it.  The relinquishment shall be effective on the
day immediately following the commission's approval of the terms and conditions.

SB 1404, Committee on Transportation.  (4) Existing law requires the California Transportation
Commission to relinquish to any city or county any portion of any state highway within the city or
county that has been deleted from the state highway system by legislative enactment.  These
relinquishments become effective upon the first day of the next calendar or fiscal year, whichever first
occurs after the effective date of the legislative enactment.  This bill would authorize the commission to
relinquish to the City of Arroyo Grande a specified portion of State Highway Route 227, upon terms
and conditions the commission finds to be in the best interests of the state, including that the city
maintain within its jurisdiction signs directing motorists to the continuation of Route 227.  The
relinquishment would become effective immediately following recordation by the county recorder of the
relinquishment resolution containing the commission's approval of the terms and conditions of the
relinquishment.  The portion of Route 227 relinquished as specified would cease to be a state highway
on the effective date of the relinquishment.  (5) Existing law provides for the vacation of a public street,
highway, or public service easement in accordance with specified procedures.  This bill would correct a
statutory cross reference set forth in those provisions.

SB 1645.  Existing law requires the California Transportation Commission to relinquish to any city or
county any portion of any state highway within the city or county that has been deleted from the state
highway system by legislative enactment.  These relinquishments become effective upon the first day of
the next calendar or fiscal year, whichever first occurs after the effective date of the legislative
enactment.  This bill would authorize the commission to relinquish to the City of Oakland a specified
portion of the former right-of-way of State Highway Route 880, upon terms and conditions the
commission finds to be in the best interests of the state, including a requirement that the Department of
Transportation and the city enter into a cooperative agreement to improve the portion of right-of-way
that is to be relinquished in accordance with plans to be developed by the department, as specified.  The
relinquishment would become effective immediately following the commission's approval of the terms
and conditions of the relinquishment.












































